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Takeda Appoints Chief Operating Officer 
 Christophe Weber Joins as COO and Candidate to Become Next CEO 

 
 
Osaka, Japan, November 30, 2013 – Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited (“Takeda”) announced 
today that Mr. Christophe Weber has been approved at the company's Board of Directors Meeting to 
become Chief Operating Officer (COO) and candidate as the next Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Mr. 
Weber will join Takeda to take the role of COO by April 2014 and is expected to also become President 
and Representative Director upon approval at Takeda's Ordinary General Meeting of Shareholders and 
Board of Directors Meeting at the end of June 2014. At the same time in June, current Takeda President & 
CEO, Yasuchika Hasegawa, is expected to be named Chairman and CEO. 
 
Mr. Weber's career has demonstrated strong leadership and has contributed to significant financial 
improvement in positions of increasing responsibility at GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). Currently, Mr. Weber is 
President & General Manager at GSK Vaccines, CEO of GSK Biologicals SA in Belgium and member of 
the GSK global Corporate Executive Team. From 2008 to 2010, Mr. Weber served as Asia Pacific SVP and 
Regional Director at GSK Asia Pacific in Singapore. He has lived with his wife and two children in seven 
different countries on three continents during his career. (refer to attached CV).  
 
"We have extremely high expectations for Mr. Weber's contributions to further enhance and accelerate the 
implementation of Takeda's global strategy based on his extraordinary and broad business experiences 
including an impressive track record in top global pharmaceutical companies," said Yasuchika Hasegawa, 
President & CEO of Takeda. 
 
Takeda's primary strategic management goal for the coming years is to transform Takeda into a company 
that is competitive on a global basis in every aspect of its business and organization. By fully leveraging 
the sales organizations now operating in more than 70 countries through the acquisition of Nycomed, 
Takeda is now moving its business activities forward in order to deliver sustainable growth appropriate as 
a leading global pharmaceutical company.  
 
Takeda will continue to meet the expectations of its stakeholders, with the aim of becoming a truly global 
pharmaceutical company contributing to better health and a brighter future for all. 
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(Notice of Press Conference) 
A press conference will be held on the topic described in this announcement.  
Date / time: Today, November 30, 2013 (Saturday), 09:00-09:30  
Location: Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited, Tokyo Head Office, 8th Floor, Large Auditorium  
Address: 12-10, Nihonbashi, 2-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Speaker: Yasuchika Hasegawa, President & CEO 
 


